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of social ostracism, to buy from Indians; the merchants, similarly, are
not to trade with them; and the landowners are to evict their Indian
tenants. From a selfish standpoint, the Indians ought to welcome such
hysterical opposition, because it is exhausted by its own violence. But
from an Imperial standpoint, the action of the Potchefstroom Vigilants
cannot be too strongly condemned. The history of British rule is the his-
tory of constitutional evolution. Under the British flag, respect for the
law has become a part of the nature of the people. Our friends the Vigi-
lants are belying their profession of loyalty to British rule by treading
under foot the very corner-stone of the glorious constitution which enables
them to enjoy freedom of speech as it is enjoyed nowhere else in the world.
They have mistaken liberty for licentiousness of speech. May we appeal
to them for a little sobriety?

Indian Opinion, 24-12-1904

275. A NEW WEEKLY
A new weekly has made its appearance in Johannesburg, called the
Rand Rate-payers' Review, with its motto 'Truth the People". It is well
got up. That it must be a very useful and independent journal, if it con-
tinues as it has begun, will appear from its following remarks on the Asiatic
question:
Within three miles of Johannesburg Post Office an obelisk looks down from
a high kopje1 on several rapidly developing townships. Close to that monu-
ment is a small graveyard, containing several large mounds, and one headstone
inscribed, 'There is no God [but God,] and Mahomed is His Prophet*. In that
graveyard rest the mortal remains of swarthy soldiers of our Indian Empire,
whose lives were sacrificed during the war on behalf of liberty for British sub-
jects in the Transvaal. We think of this in connection with the votes that were
given by the present Town Councillors at their first meeting on November 2nd;
and in connection with a subsequent meeting of delegates from all parts of the
Transvaal in the Opera House at Pretoria the following week, when one man
after another rose in his place and clamoured for resolutions which would, if
enforcedj prevent our fellow-subjects from India having any rights in the Colony
other than those permitted' to the heathen Chinese who are imported as in-
dentured labourers. It seems to us that a little modification of language is re-
quired on the part of those who essay to seek a topic; and more than a little
thoughtfulness. It is not wonderful, while such prejudices exist, that Lord Curzon
declined the opportunity of coming here as the successor of Lord Milner; and
if there be one reason stronger than another, which will cause the Home Authori-
ties to delay the grant of 'Responsible Government' to the Transvaal, that
reason will be fear lest such a privilege might be used to the detriment of any
who helped Englishmen to acquire this Colony. It is common knowledge that
the Boers did allow trading Asiatics certain privileges under license, but those
privileges were not considered fair or complete. This fact was urged on England
as an additional cause for armed intervention, England cannot so soon forget
1 Hillock.